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Grammy-winner Patti Austin
headlines VU jazz fest next week

BYTIM SHELLBERG
Times Correspondent
effrey Brown, coordinator of jazz studies at
Valparaiso University, saysit took a while for his
university’s annual jazz festival to become
established on anational level,

“When! firststarted booking this years back, Thad to
explain where Valparaisois;” he said. “Interestingly, over
the last four,five to maybe six years, when Iwouldtalk ~ AUSTIN
toartists, they would say ‘oh yeah, 've heard of the
festival?It's established a eputation for affering an
excellent level of musical entertainment”

Kicking off April 13 and running through April 8 at
VU's Harre Union, this year marks the 24th running of
VU's Jazz Fest. In the last quarter century-plus, VU has
hosted jazz greats such as Clark Terry, Maynard

Ferguson, the Count Basie band and Randy Brecker, to
name a few, atits annual festival.
This year, VU brings vocal great Patti Austin and
acclaimed pianist Monty Alexander to Harre Union

JAZZ IN VALPARAISO
'WHAT: 24th annual Valparaiso Universiy Jazz Fest
April 13 through April 18

WHERE: Hare Unon, Valparalso University, 1700
Chapel O, Valparaiso

‘COST: April 13 and 14 arefree;other days require
tickets

IT UP AROUND THE REGION

Hot Latin jazz
group Crosswinds
breezes into Gary

BY TIM SHELLBERG

from Valparaiso, Chesterton and Portage high
m::mmms-nmm

reg P and
cussionist of e Crosswinds
Latin Jazz Band, takes pride
inthe response he receives
from hi when

from Lake Central, Michigan City, Hebron and
Munster high schools and the Valparaiso Universiy
Jazz Ensemble (free)

+7:30 AM.APRIL15- Honty Alexander Tro (520
aduits; 87 acutysaffandstudents; 15 seniors
and alumi)

VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY
JAZZ ENSEMBLE

this year'

collection, “C:

forming.

“T've never seen anybody sit still
when they hear us” he said. “It's a hot,
energetic form of music that makes you

L
hear.

Per!ormmg April 18 at the Greater
Gary American Jazz Association’s “An
2" in the Lake Room at

e formed the ensemble in the mid-

The Crossvinds,Penn st origina-
Iy was put together to perform a one-off
gig at the Jazz on the Alley festival on
Chicago's South Side. But that plan
changed shortly after the ensemble took
to the stage.

L aw s wholeseao people gt
into the fythms, andl thoug

soon, while Austin received her first-ever Grammy

award in 2008 for Best Jazz Vocal

‘o7 elease, “Avant Gershwin!"

“Everybody walks away from a concert

adults; $5 facuty, saff and students; $12 eniors
and alumn)

of (Alexander's)fust

moved and entertained and knowing
that they had a great experience;”
Brown said. “And (Austin) is an
incredible talent with an
extremely broad repertoire -

JAZZ IN GARY

WHAT: The Greater Gary
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See VU JAZZ on Page C4

1GenesisCener Plaza, Gary
COST:$35
Y1 (219)944:8875 or (219) 851510
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