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Trio “Whenever we got on the bandstand, it
was some kind of unforgettable event.
Continued from Pege 1D
.. And it's just been that way. You can’t

icea, he might say, ‘Hey, define those things. It's what it is.”

not_completely out of MONTY ALEXANDER
bounds to say something.
But nine out of 10 times,
we just hit it and it gets tience. I wasn't as d
Fight back on the tracks plined as one nesds to be
like we left it.” 10 be a classical pianist
‘The goal of any show When I was advised to
the trio does, he says, is play simple early pieces
“tocreate a thril for ur-  of Bach, T found myself
selves and for the people. playing boogie woogie. I
Theresalotoartitey g, was developing. the in-  that, But 1 was stll nto
ingon with jazztoday, a lot ree kind of  the joy e happy
of sensitive playing and musician. I notes.”
Tl po v waskindofarebel mthat | Alihough he mentions
5. department.” xander”
They o ke hrcen peo-  What drew him o jazz, more than once while dis-
wing.  he recalls,is “it gave mea cussing the trio, Alexan-
What this trio represents  smile to see musicians der says he doesn't listen
are three individuals but playing musical instru- to his old recordings and
we feel like were the ments on the street cor- prefers to keep the focus

Count Basie Orchestra ner. I would listen to the on the future, always
It's a stampede. Look out.  local radio station. And moving on.

Were coming to take the ~the whole thingtome was ~ To that end, there’s a
paint off the walls.” {ascinating especillybe  project in the works, he

xander was three cause I could pick out the ~says, that s
whes ho slartod, as he melody on the pisme, for plssted, *I don't even
calls it, “banging on” an  themostpart,and playthe  want 1o talk about t.”

oldpiano in the house.  rhythmwithmylefthand. ~ He does talk about it,
“Istarted playinglittle I was my own band.” though, and it does sound
tunes,” he recalls, “and  His biggest heroes exciting.
y ear was developing. I were jazz_ vocali “I'm from Jamaica,

would play for the neigh- Bing Crosby, Louis Arm-  youknow,” hesays. “And ]
bors theunclesandauats. - strong, Nat King” Cole lom to relive my Jamai-

1 was entertaining from hen, one day, T ritage in the music.
et 1w st e heard, s thing people 1 have several recordings
years old. called e bop.” Alexander  that reflect that, right?

He even took someles- savs. “And T ‘was like, Well, T am working o
son What was that?” Becausé  project that wil take one

-‘1 did go 10 the piano - Loouldsce he wholereli - of our beloved American
me elemen- gion behind that whole composers to my ro
my s Kioxander  thme. T ool t eheion bE.  The ovihans of Jarmoa
ay s ifferentat- e world
Tongaslcould oleratebe.  titude. behind the whole  of Jazs with the world of
cause I didn't have the pa-  thing. It was coming from  Jamaican heritage.”




