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Piece
of home

Monty Alexander’s love of Jamaica

flows through his work
By Rick Nowlin worked with Milt Jackson, John
Post-Gazette Stalf Writer “Dizzy"” Gillespie, Clark Terry and
Sonny and recorded more
oumay be able to take Monty  than 50 albums, mostly straight-
Alexander out of Jamaica—  ahead jazz, under his own name.
but don't even try taking Ja- The combination between jazz
maica out of ander and reggae works, Alexander says,
ly is-  because he doesn't place music in
land nation's imemnsl jazz export, strict categories.
he’s mws!eppmgfnmrdmmhls “Isee music from the standpoint
-reggae project Yard of music,” he says. “I just fit in com-
lovement, which will performat 8 fortably. I grew up with R&B and all
.m. Th and at the those sensibilities — it was all (just]

lanchester 3mﬂsmen s Guild.

‘The sextet will record a live CD in
the process, following in the foot-
steps of such ensembles as the
Dy Cies Gillespie anl AII-Sut':r

[um
Blﬁmﬂ, in whlch Alexander also

T e band mmed for another live
CD he recorded for Island Records
five years ago, refers o two Ja-

maican expressions — “yard mean-

ing *home” or “homeland,” and the
“movement” of the people grooving
to the music.

“The last few years,” Alexander
says, “I've been taking pleasure in
making music that taps into my her-
itay e as a Jamaican.”

ton-born-and-bred pi-
amsl. a US. resident since 1963,

oleandlﬂnlsAmmn;Hehas

music for me.”

But as far as Yard Movement

0es, “To do it effectively,” Alexan-

r says, “I use Jamaicans.”

The band mcludes Christopher
McDonald on keyboards, Glen
Browne on bass, Desmond Jnnes
on drums, Wayne Armond on
rhythm guitar and Robert Browne
on lead guitar.

Andifit's reggae, you have to pay
homage to the man who put the
genre on the map: singer, composer
and social conscience Bob Marley.
Indeed, Alexander’s 1999 Telare CD
"Sur 1t Up” was a tribute to his late

‘l ama dlsmple of what the man
was talking about,” Alexander says.
“Bob was a powerful messenger:
Earlier this year, Alexander re-
leased “Monty Meets Sly and Robbie,”
inwhich he performs in a trio setting

mh the remvg:;i’ mvthné eh/.;uon of
mmer an sist
Robbie Saespean known in Ja

maica as the Rh, Twins.
Does Alexander, who last per-
formed at the Guild in February, ex-
le to dance in the aisles?
He wouldn't entirely oppose it cit-

ing performances the band did in Eu-

rope where space was cleared for
dancing.

You see, according to Alexander,
reggae is “music from the neck
down; it gets to lhe  sensual places
1t's a feeling thing "

For ticket information, call the
Manchester Craftsmen's Guild at
412-322-0800.

Pianist Monty Alexan-
der: “The last few years,
I've been taking plea*
sure in making music
that taps into my her-
itage as a Jamaican."




