His jazz mix
has the flavor
of the islands

By Jack Lioyd
INQURSTAPY NRITHR
It isn't that big a deal now, since
many of the old taboos that once
prevailed in jazz circles have broken
down, but when pianist Monty Alex-

island Kid, experimenting with Car.
ibbean folk, calypso and, yes, jazz.

Alexander, who appears with his
tro Sunday night o Zanziver Bise,

m_ in_Kingston, Jamaica,

Where he lived for 17 yéars beors
his family moved to South Florida.

other musical forms — R & B to some
especially jazz.

Among those who fascinated Alex-

der the most were Art Tatum, Nat

heard while growing up was the
produced by the steel drums, which
are native to Trinidad.
remember as | was growing old-
er I developed this imagination that
if the [steel] pans and the piano got
together in a certain setting some-
he sound would be very
ng," said Alexander, who is
1 heard hi in ny mind
long before I actually

Aler estabishing himsef s  re-
cording artist, Alexander did indeed
incorporate the pans into much of

s music, along with other Carib-
bean and Latin :

While his roots are a strong factor,
however, Alexander's music is much
100 complex and far-ranging to be
easily pigeonholed — as you can tell
by listening 10 his latest album, Car-

n Circle, on Ches

“We musicians are the last people
10 ry to categorize what we're do-
ing," he said. “We's
10

for it For me, at least the word jazz”
means a positive celebration of your
person, ullzingthe elments you

us

mln( {hat just happens ot tha mo.
1 and, il never again happen

that wi

Monty Alexander Trio at

Blue, 201-305 5. 11th St,, o 030

pim. Sunday. There cover

charge. Phone: 215-829.0300.

Jez Hot at Bellevue. Ronnie James
and the Jez Hot Swing Clubare going
nto their third year as the weekend
attraction (for listening and danc-
ing) in the Barrymore Room at the
Hotel Atop the Bellevue.

, ses.
sion guitarist at Sigma Sound Studios
rding facilities,
formed the group — patterned after
e [lmed Hot Club of France —five
ez Hot has I
gnmn; m popllllmy ever sinee.
a new threesony

leau (CD lnd cassette for an||e
Club Records), Swing Into Christmas.
By the way, “Runaway” — 2 nun-
ber that Jar wi
e Jocal musiciah, Vince: Moo
tan, during the late "70s disco boom

— s the theme song for the new
Lez

low:up to Leach's Lifestyles of the
Rich and Famous is aired locally at 7
pm. Saturdays on Channel 10,
Ronnie James and the Jez Hot
Swing Clubiin the Barrymare Room at
the Hotel Alop the Bellevue, Broad
and Walnut Streets, beginning at 9:30
pm every Friday and Saturday. No
cover charge. Phone: 2154931776,

Unless noted, phone numbers are in area
codo 215,
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SAMUELS 503 W Lancaster_ Ave,
Yo, 6872840, g g et

Connle Rails can b heard ot
A.T. Samuels in Wayne.

Pianist Monty Alexander and his trio will play their complex and
Jar-ranging music at Zanzibar Blue Sunday night.

BULL'S HEAD INN 901 N 24 St 574-1750.
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tuing Marian Carter MLaurin, Sat, Al Karaam
uarto,
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