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Alexander shows multiple facets

If an album cover hs'.s a
rhythm section of Ra:
bass, and Jeff Hamilton
cussion, then we are mterested
no matter who the lead player
is.

You get no finer bass and
drum work.

In the case of the new Monty
Alexander ing, Facets

, Fa )
we ARE interested in the soloist
because Alexander is one of the
most influential jazz pianists
today.

His appropriately titled re-

covers a wide range of
material, revealing many fac-
ets of Mr. Alexal r, a player
at home with any score placed
in front of him.

Al , 46, was born in
Jamaica and has lived in the
United States since 1962.

His mastery of the ia iano
is built on the solid tion
of classical training and a fer-
tile musical imagination.

Alexander deserves to be

heard my many more people
than the established jazz au-
dience.

Those tlkmg some early
into the jazz reper-

toire ne'gg music that is ap-
proachable and where the in-
tent of the musician as he de-
velops the basic theme is clear:
-friendly music for the jazz

te.

This album includes two
tunes familiar to most
listeners: When Johnn'v Comes
Marching Home and I'm Walk-
ing.

Alexander incorporates many
ideas into When Johnny Comes

Home.

Percussion from Jeff Hamil-
ton is suitably mihtarL
Alexander states the basic
theme and there’s an abrupt
transition to a swing feel as
Alexander begins his im-
provizations: some dizzying
right-hand excursions along the
scales before he brings us

RAY BROWN

to the familiar melody.
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Here,

a cymbal sound I have never

heard before: it's almost as if

Mr. Hamilton can change

as well as ic texture: it’s

that kind of tic effect.
Another approachable tune is

are mesmerizing. He has a
command of timing that is truly

awesome.

On the Monty Alexander nng
inal composition, Consider, Ray
Brown plays a full-toned
counterpoint to Alexander’s
melody andimy tions.

Throughout there is that
round Ray Brown bass tone,
which has dominated jazz com-

More tumbling cascades of bos for more decades than he
notes are found on I'm Walking. probably wants to mention.

Fantastic forro: fun fun fun




